
Our Common Unesco Heritage



UNESCO Heritage  CROATIA 

1. Za Križen (Following the Cross) Procession 

For the past five hundred years, the island of Hvar has featured a unique 

tradition - the "Following the Cross" Procession. The deep spirituality of the 

island population, during the sixteenth century, gave birth to this ritual, 

which has placed Hvar on the UNESCO list of intangible global cultural 

heritage. 

During the night between Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, the 

procession symbolizing the Way of the Cross sets out from six of the 

island's towns simultaneously. It is led by cross-bearers, followed by white-

clad members of ancient religious cofraternities, and of course the faithful. 

During this nocturnal rite, Hvar resounds with traditional hymns and 

prayers which only end with the coming of dawn. This centennial tradition 

went on uninterrupted even during World War II, when much of the 

population was displaced in refugee camps as far away as Egypt. The 

tradition was kept up, although obviously slightly modified. 

Many come to Hvar to witness and participate in this unique combination 

of pilgrimage, a walking tour of the Adriatic's longest island, religious music 

and candlelight. 

 
More about the procession :  https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/procession-za-krizen-

following-the-cross-on-the-island-of-hvar-00242     

https://www.croatiaweek.com/hvar-ready-for-500-year-old-easter-tradition-

following-the-cross/ 

https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/procession-za-krizen-following-the-cross-on-the-island-of-hvar-00242
https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/procession-za-krizen-following-the-cross-on-the-island-of-hvar-00242
https://www.croatiaweek.com/hvar-ready-for-500-year-old-easter-tradition-following-the-cross/
https://www.croatiaweek.com/hvar-ready-for-500-year-old-easter-tradition-following-the-cross/


2. Agave Lace 

In the minds of most people, lace is made with a material like linen, silk or 

cotton. Perhaps, for the more luxurious, silver or gold is used. But on the island 

of Hvar, the nuns at the Benedictine Convent have been using the agave plant 

for their lace for more than a hundred years. The convent was established in 

1664 but the nuns didn’t start producing the agave lace until the 19th century. 

They have been doing it ever since, and if you visit, you can watch them make 

it. Embroidering lace from agave strings is a protected cultural heritage, and 

was recognized by the UNESCO in September 2009.  

It takes a long time to get the threads ready to be woven. First, leaves are 

picked from the agave plant at a certain time of the year. Then, long thin white 

threads are taken from the centre of the fresh leaves. These threads are then 

processed until they are ready for weaving.  

When it’s time to weave the processed threads, there are three main design 

styles that the nuns use. The first is a ‘tenerifa’ with waves coming out around a 

central circle. It is made with a small knitting needle and a metal fishing-net 

needle. The second style is also a ‘tenerifa’ but it uses cardboard as the base 

and is made with only a small knitting needle. And the third style has more 

straight lines and is knitted using a thin needle on a stretched fishing-net and 

the embroidery is done in various pinches. 

 
More about the lace : https://visitworldheritage.com/en/eu/agave-lace/ef9957bd-

1f01-48e0-8107-095c24d13670  

http://www.kuhaona.com/en/2014/05/lace-from-the-island-hvar/ 

https://visitworldheritage.com/en/eu/agave-lace/ef9957bd-1f01-48e0-8107-095c24d13670
https://visitworldheritage.com/en/eu/agave-lace/ef9957bd-1f01-48e0-8107-095c24d13670
http://www.kuhaona.com/en/2014/05/lace-from-the-island-hvar/


3. Klapa Singing 

This special way of a capella singing is one of the trademarks of Dalmatia. There 

is almost no local town without its local “klapa“. The term stands for a singing 

group of 4 to 10 (usually) male singers who sing local Dalmatian klapa songs. 

The word “klapa” origins from northern Italian dialect meaning group of 

friends. It has been in use from the 19th century when first klapa singing 

groups started to form. The special way of singing which klapa uses was 

inscribed in the UNESCO intangible heritage list in 2012. 

Each klapa singing group has the leading tenor voice, followed by a second 

tenor and baritone and bass voices. The main characteristics of klapa are 

multipart singing, a capella homophonic singing, and specific klapa song lyrics. 

The singers form a semi-circle and the tenor starts singing and then others 

follow – the second tenor sings in parallel thirds, the bass and baritone sing 

their part. All this makes klapa performances emotional and unique. 

Klapa singing was always in correlation with local group of friends, who would 

gather in a nearby konoba, play cards, eat grilled fish and drink wine and of 

course sing local songs in this multipart singing form. At first, this was a 

spontaneous way for friends to spend time together until today whe it has 

become one of the most popular aspects of Croatian culture and something 

worth presenting to the wider public. Love is the most common topic for a 

klapa song. The lyrics can be understood by locals only, but the beautiful 

interpretation and way of singing can leave anyone breathless. 

            
More about Klapa Singing :  

https://croatia.hr/en-GB/experiences/culture-and-heritage/unesco-intangible-

heritage-klapa-multipart-singing-of-dalmatia-southern-croatia 

https://visitworldheritage.com/en/eu/klapa-singing/11665d7a-6251-40bf-adf6-

23933bdd9855 

https://croatia.hr/en-GB/experiences/culture-and-heritage/unesco-intangible-heritage-klapa-multipart-singing-of-dalmatia-southern-croatia
https://croatia.hr/en-GB/experiences/culture-and-heritage/unesco-intangible-heritage-klapa-multipart-singing-of-dalmatia-southern-croatia
https://visitworldheritage.com/en/eu/klapa-singing/11665d7a-6251-40bf-adf6-23933bdd9855
https://visitworldheritage.com/en/eu/klapa-singing/11665d7a-6251-40bf-adf6-23933bdd9855


 

4. Stari Grad Plain 

The large plain occupies the island’s central area. Its name kept changing with 

the successive arrival of different rulers. It is now known as Stari Grad Plain. It 

has sustained the life on the island for thousands of years. The Plain is in fact a 

cultural landscape, formed by thousands of years of human labour. Its ancient 

man-made features originate from 24 centuries ago when Greek colonist divided 

the Plain into rectangular plots of 1x5 stadia, (ca. 180x900 m), each fenced in 

with dry stone wall. The Plain was crisscrossed with major roads cutting through 

it in regular longitudinal and transversal directions. 

For centuries, Stari Grad Plain has been covered with vineyards, and in the 

course of Antiquity and the Middle Ages people also grew wheat. Fig trees grew 

at plots edges and in less fertile zones. Almond trees were planted nearer to the 

settlements, almost touching the gardens. Olive groves, than as today, covered 

the low hills surrounding the Plain. Carob trees grew among the olive trees. Still 

higher lay, until quite recently, terraced fields of lavender. Now, Aleppo pines 

are slowly taking over and are gradually descending to the edges of the 

settlements.  

In 2008, Stari Grad Plain, as the best preserved Greek cadastre in the 

Mediterranean, was inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage List. 

 

More about the plain : https://msg.hr/en/stari-grad-plain-stari-grad-unesco-world-

heritage/                                                                                                                    

http://www.stari-grad-faros.hr/en/stari-grad-plain-1.aspx 

https://msg.hr/en/stari-grad-plain-stari-grad-unesco-world-heritage/
https://msg.hr/en/stari-grad-plain-stari-grad-unesco-world-heritage/
http://www.stari-grad-faros.hr/en/stari-grad-plain-1.aspx
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UNESCO HERITAGE SITES (Greece) 

1) Paleochristian and Byzantine monuments of Thessaloniki 

Thessaloniki is the second largest city in Greece and during the Byzantine period it was 

one of the most important cities. It was named after the daughter of Philip, the king of 

Macedons. It is also known for its historical churches, some of which are UNESCO 

Heritage sites. 

 Rotunda is an impressive Roman building, the second largest in Roman times after the 

Pantheon. It is located in the historical centre of Thessaloniki and it was named Rotunda 

because of its circular shape. Its size alone makes it a magnificent church. The walls 

are 6.30 m thick and the dome is 30m high. Originally it might have been built as a 

mausoleum for Galerius, however, it was turned into a church of Saint George during 

the Paleochristian period. 

 

Rotunda, in Thessaloniki, Greece 

The Acheiropoietos is a 5th-century Byzantine church dedicated to the Virgin Mother 

of God, located in the historical centre of Thessaloniki.  It is the only temple in the 

Eastern Mediterranean that has survived in its original form and is one of the best 

preserved and most important examples of a typical wooden-roof Basilica of the Early 

Byzantine period.  

The name “Acheiropoietos” (non-handmade) was encountered in a document of 1320 

for the first time and is still used to refer to the religious icon of the Suppliant Virgin. 

Not being a human creation, the icon appeared miraculously and was kept in the church.  

Acheiropoietos was built on the ruins of a former Roman bath, although earlier writers 

considered that the temple of Thermae Aphrodite pre-existed in the location. It is the 

first Christian Temple that was turned into a Mosque immediately after the city was 

taken in 1430 by the Sultan Murat. Renamed to Eski Cami (Old Mosque), it remained 

the conquerors’ main sacred place of worship throughout the whole Turkish period. It 

was included in the UNESCO Heritage sites list in 1988. 

In Thessaloniki there are other UNESCO Heritage sites such as Agia Sophia and St 
Demetrius Church. 
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Church of the Acheiropoietos (Thessaloniki) 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/456/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleochristian_and_Byzantine_monuments_of_Thessalo
niki 

2) Vergina 
 

Vergina, the town in northern Greece, is mostly known for its archeological site of 

Aigai, where Philip the 2nd was assassinated and Alexander the Great was proclaimed 

king. King Philip’s tomb is one of the most important archaeological findings in the 

country, and the most important in Macedonia. The tomb of Philip the 2nd, Alexander 

the Great’s father, is one of the most important archaeological findings in the country, 

and the most important one in Macedonia. The archeological site represents one of the 

most astonishing archaeological discoveries in Europe in the 20th century.   

  

Manolis Andronikos discovered the tombs of the Macedonian kings, Philip II and 

Alexander IV in 1977. The archaeological community and the world at large welcomed 

the findings. Philip’s tomb is large, double-chambered and its facade resembles a Doric 

temple, with columns, a frieze and metopes carved in relief. 
The Vergina Sun is the symbol of Vergina and it represents the natural elements– air, fire, 

earth and water, and is made up of 16 rays. The Sun is depicted on the Golden Larnax found 

in the famous tomb of Philip the 2nd.  

The archaeological site of Aigai has been protected by UNESCO as a world cultural 

heritage monument and a site of outstanding natural beauty since 1996. 

 

http://aigai.gr/en 

https://www.discovergreece.com/en/mainland/macedonia/vergina 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vergina 

 

 

 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/456/
http://aigai.gr/en
https://www.discovergreece.com/en/mainland/macedonia/vergina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vergina
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Facade of Philip II Macedon’s tomb in Vergina, 

Greece. 

Philip II’s larnax in Vergina 

 

3) The Medieval City of Rhodes Island 

Rhodes is a very popular island for its ancient city, which was founded in 408 

BC.  Considered to be the oldest inhabited medieval city in Europe, with over 6,000 

inhabitants, it has also been part of the UNESCO world cultural heritage since 1988. A 

lot of people believe that when you enter Rhodes old town it’s like entering a movie 

and a place where you can enjoy one of the most interesting walks. Strolling through 

the arched cobbled streets, going past the imposing buildings of the fifteen century, you 

will have an experience of a lifetime. 

The history of Rhodes was primarily marked by the Venetian occupation in the 

Medieval times. The castle of Rhodes is one of the most historical ones in the world. 

Rhodes' nickname “The Island of the Knights” comes from the Knights of Saint John 

of Jerusalem, who ruled the island from 1309 to 1523 and transformed the capital into 

a fortified city able to withstand brutal sieges.  The knights built the Palace of the 

Grand Master of the Order, the famous “Castello”, one of the greatest monuments 

erected in the Middle Ages. The Castello was the administrative centre, the residence 

of the leader of the Knights of St John of Rhodes, and the seat of the established ruling 

class. The Street of the Knights, a fine testimony to Gothic urbanism, is lined with 

“inns” , the knights’ palatial residences. Seven nations and languages, those of Italy, 

France, Spain, Germany, Auvergne, Aragon and Provence organized the Order and 

each nationality was housed in a different inn. Each one of them is adorned with a crest 

representing its nation. The street is 200m long and 6m wide. The Knights and their 

followers lived in this part of the citadel (the “Collachium”), where only members of 

the Order were allowed to stay overnight.  Rhodes was finally conquered in 1522 after 

a six-month siege carried out by Suleiman II. 

 

http://odysseus.culture.gr/h/3/eh351.jsp?obj_id=7029 

https://www.rhodesguide.com/travelguide/rhodes_monuments.php?ssp=11 

https://www.kastra.eu/castleen.php?kastro=rodoscity 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Rhodes-Greece 

 

http://odysseus.culture.gr/h/3/eh351.jsp?obj_id=7029
https://www.rhodesguide.com/travelguide/rhodes_monuments.php?ssp=11
https://www.kastra.eu/castleen.php?kastro=rodoscity
https://www.britannica.com/place/Rhodes-Greece
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Palace of the Grand Master of the Knights of Rhodes 
 

The street of Knights 

 

 4) Meteora 

The Meteora Greek Orthodox complex is one of the most impressive 

geological monuments in the country. It was settled by monks who lived in caves in the 

11th century. Meteora is naturally made up of huge rocks and is located in the north 

western part of Thessaly. There are many geological explanations concerning its 

formation which have not been proven yet.  Some theories suggest that the rocks were 

shaped 65 million years ago, but after some earthquakes they were shaped into what 

they look like today. During the Turkish occupation, Meteora was the only place that 

kept the Hellenic culture and traditions alive, Monks were able to built the first 

monasteries by climbing higher and building on mountain peaks. Today only six 

monasteries operate out of thirty. The six ones that are available to the visitors are Agia 

Triada, Varlaam Monastery, Agios Nicolaos Monastery Anapafsas, Roussanou 

Monastery, Metamorphosis and Agios Stefanos. The Meteora complex is an amazing 

marvel of nature and appeals not only to religious visitors but also to artists and 

scientists around the world. 

It was included in UNESCO’s list of cultural monuments in 1988. 

https://www.greecetravel.com/meteora/monasteries.html 

https://www.kalampaka.com/en/meteora/ 

https://www.visitmeteora.travel/ 

 

https://www.greecetravel.com/meteora/monasteries.html
https://www.kalampaka.com/en/meteora/
https://www.visitmeteora.travel/
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The Meteora Complex 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A view of a monastery in 

Meteora 

 

 

NB All the pictures used are free for reuse 



Hungarian heritage sites 

 

Hortobágyi National Park 

Hortobágy is an 800 km2 national park in eastern Hungary, rich in folklore and cultural history. The 

park, a part of the Alföld (The Great Plain) , was designated as a national park in 1973 (the first in 

Hungary), and elected among the World Heritage sites in 1999. The Hortobágy is Hungary's largest 

protected area, and the largest semi-natural grassland in Europe.  

Until recently it was believed that this alkaline steppe was formed by the clear cutting of huge forests 

in the Middle Ages, followed by measures to control the course of the Tisza River, allegedly resulting 

in the soil's current structure and pH. However, Hortobágy is much older, with alkalinization 

estimated to have started ten thousand years ago, when the Tisza first found its way through the 

Great Hungarian Plain, cutting off many streams from their sources in the Northern Mountains. The 

formation was finished by grazing animals and wild horses during the Ice Age, followed by 

domesticated animals.  

One of its most iconic sites is the Nine-holed Bridge. Traditional T-shaped sweep wells dot the 

landscape, as well as the occasional mirage of trees shimmering in the reflected heat of the Puszta. 

Part of the national park is a dark sky preserve 

 

 https://www.hnp.hu/en 

https://www.viator.com/en-MY/Hungary-attractions/Hortobagy-National-Park/d54-a22082 

 

Andrássy Avenue 

Its construction began in 1872 and it was opened in 1885. It has been part of World Heritage since 

2002. It begins as a wide town road surrounded by apartment blocks then gradually becomes wider, 

more peaceful and greener, and finally leads into Heroes' Square. Under the Avenue there goes the 

Millenium Underground Railway, which is the first subway on the continent and the second in the 

world. If you walk along the Avenue, you will see the Hungarian National Opera house, the Ballet 

Institute, the Broadway of Budapest and the House of Terror.  

https://www.hnp.hu/en
https://www.viator.com/en-MY/Hungary-attractions/Hortobagy-National-Park/d54-a22082


 

http://visitbudapest.travel/guide/budapest-attractions/andrassy-avenue/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andr%C3%A1ssy_%C3%BAt 

https://www.budapestinfo.hu/andrassy-avenue 

 

Danube 

It has a part of World Heritage since 1987. Danube in Budapest illustrates the various periods of the 

capital’s history. Furthermore, the city has one of the world’s outstandingly beautiful urban 

cityscapes. There are a lot of interesting sights in connection with the Danube. It has got 7 main 

bridges: Rákóczi Bridge, Petőfi Bridge, Liberty Bridge, Elizabeth Bridge, Chain Bridge, Margaret Bridge 

and Árpád Bridge. Besides, you can see beautiful historical buildings along the river, like the 

Parliament, the National Theatre, the Palace of Arts, Buda Castle, Mount Gellért and Citadella. There 

is a statue which consists of shoes. It is famous because it was made as a monument of Holocaust 

and its victims. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://visitbudapest.travel/guide/budapest-attractions/andrassy-avenue/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andr%C3%A1ssy_%C3%BAt
https://www.budapestinfo.hu/andrassy-avenue


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budai Várnegyed: 

Várnegyed (Castle Quarter) is the area surrounding the Buda Castle on Várhegy in the Várkerület 

district of Budapest. 

The center of the quarter is the area between the castle and Matthias Church. 

Main sights:  

Bécsi kapu: Bécsi kapu is one of the mediavel gates of Buda, today it serves as an entrance to the 

area. 

Buda Castle: The first fortress on Várhegy was built in the 13th century. Following the devastation 

during the Turkish occupation the whole building complex was reconstructed. It now  hosts some 

notable museums and other monuments, among them the national library. Dísz square can be found 

next to the complex. 

Matthias Church: It is the most well-known church of the country. Its construction started around the 

same time as that of the castle. The sarcophagus of Béla III of Hungary can be seen within the 

building. The square in front of the church is called Szentháromság tér (Trinity square).  

Fishrman's Bastion: The bastion was built at the beginning of the last century. Its terrace provides a 

panoramic view of the city. 

 

 https://travelguide.michelin.com/europe/hungary/budapest/varnegyed 

https://travelguide.michelin.com/europe/hungary/budapest/varnegyed


UNESCO HERITAGE SITES ITALY 

Italy counts 55 UNESCO World Heritage Sites within its borders, the most of any country on the 

World Heritage List.   

 

 

 

Venice and the lagoon 

 

Venice was founded by the locals in V century to escape from the barbarians. The center of the city 

is  articulated on the three islands of Torcello, Jesolo and Malamocco, but the entire city consists in 

118 islands linked together by bridges and little rivers. During the Middle Age Venice was the most 

important and influent maritime city in Italy, thanks to the contacts with the East. Venice was also 

one of the first republics in Italy and an example of multicultural society in XII century. Great 

artists as Giorgione, Tiziano and Veronese were born there and Marco Polo sailed from Venice at 

the beginning of his journey to find China. Even Shakespeare chose Venice to set one of his 

comedies “The Merchant of Venice” and one of his tragedies “Othello”. Nowadays Venice offers to 

the tourists the view of its majestic lagoon, besides beautiful monuments as the Basilica of san 

Marco and the islands of Burano and Murano. Venice and its lagoon were added to the list of 

Unesco Heritage sites in 1987. 

 

http://www.veniceandlagoon.net/webhttp://www.italia.it/en/travel-ideas/unesco-world-heritage-

sites/venice-and-its-lagoon.html  

http://www.veniceandlagoon.net/web
http://www.italia.it/en/travel-ideas/unesco-world-heritage-sites/venice-and-its-lagoon.html
http://www.italia.it/en/travel-ideas/unesco-world-heritage-sites/venice-and-its-lagoon.html


 

 

HISTORIC CENTRE OF ROME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Historic Center of Rome is probably one of the most significant, historical, and impressive 

world heritage sites in the world.  

The most significant and recognizable location in Rome is the Colosseum which was recently 

named as one of the New Seven Wonders of the World. His construction began in the year 72 and it 

was finished in the year 80, during the empire of Titus. During the Roman Empire more than 50,000 

people were allowed to enjoy shows, like gladiator fights or executions of prisoners, that took place 

in it. 

The areas making up the World Heritage Site (extended, 1990, to include those walls erected by 

Pope Urban VIII) comprise some of the most important monuments in antiquity, among which 

the Imperial Forum certainly stands out. Not far, close to the Aventine Hill, we find two master 

works (that were also regular pasttimes for the gens romana): the Terme di Caracalla (212-217), 

exemplary of some of the most grandiose public baths; and the Circus Maximus, the 

ancient stadium used for horse and chariot races.  

Numerous as well are Rome’s unforgettable piazzas: Campo de' Fiori, with the statue Of Giordano 

Bruno at its center, Piazza Navona, with Bernini’s splendid Four Rivers Fountain; the Spanish 

Steps (Piazza di Spagna) over which hovers the celebrated stairway; Piazza del Popolo and its 

characteristic “twin” churches; Piazza Venezia, almost imposed upon by the Vittorio Emmanuele 

Monument (the Altare della Patria, behind which lies the Campidoglio); the piazza Largo di Torre 

in Argentina that holds the remains of ancient pagan temples,    

The Pantheon is one of the most notable tourist destinations in the historic center of Rome. It was a 

former Roman temple but is now converted into a church. The Pantheon’s construction was 

commissioned for by Augustus during his reign. However, it was Emperor Hadrian who saw the 

completion of the Pantheon. Its particularity is to have a hole in the center of the roof. 

https://everything-everywhere.com/uensco-world-heritage-site-68-historic-centre-of-rome/                                                                                              

https://www.romeing.it                                                                         

Founded, according to legend, by Romulus and 

Remus in 753 BC, Rome was first the center of the 

Roman Republic, then of the Roman Empire, and 

it became the capital of the Christian world in the 

4th century. The World Heritage site, extended in 

1990 to the walls of Urban VIII, includes some of 

the major monuments of antiquity such as the 

Forums, the Mausoleum of Augustus, the 

Mausoleum of Hadrian, the Pantheon, Trajan’s 

Column and the Column of Marcus Aurelius, as 

well as the religious and public buildings of papal 

Rome. 

   

https://everything-everywhere.com/uensco-world-heritage-site-68-historic-centre-of-rome/
https://www.romeing.it/


 https://www.rome.net  

 

POMPEI 

Pompei was ancient Roman city located near Naples in Campania, Italy, at the base of Mount 

Vesuvius.  Pompeii, along with Herculaneum and many villas in the surrounding area (Torre 

Annunziata,Stabiae), was buried under 4 to 6 m (13 to 20 ft) of volcanic ash and pumice in 

the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD 79. The circumstances of their destruction preserved their 

remains as a unique document of Greco-Roman life. Pompei is a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site status and is one of the most popular tourist attractions in Italy, with approximately 2.5 million 

visitors annually. 

The town was started around the year 600 BC. It was started by a group of people from central Italy, 

the Osci. They chose to start it in this location because it was already an important location for trade 

by both land and sea. By the 5th century BC, Pompeii had become part of Rome. While under Roman 

control, Pompeii was improved a lot. The Romans built Aqueducts, and these were used to provide 

the citizens with water.  

 

 
 

 

The terrible eruption in AD 79 largely preserved under the ash Pompei almost exactly as it had been 

almost 2000 years ago, the excavated city offers a unique snapshot of Roman, provides outstanding 

information on the art, customs, trades and everyday life of the past. 

The city has re-emerged from the darkness of centuries precisely as it would have been when it was 

unexpectedly buried in the thick layer of ash and lava which poured down from the devastating 

eruption of Vesuvius. The scale of the tragedy was appalling: in what had been one of the most active 

and splendid Roman centres, life came to a permanent standstill. 

The thick layer of volcanic material which submerged it, made up to a large extent of ash and lapilli 

- non-hard material, unlike that which covered Herculaneum and which solidified into extremely hard 

stone -has meant that the city has remained intact until the present day, not only as far as its buildings 

https://www.rome.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stabiae
https://cdn.britannica.com/52/159952-050-00D2DCB3/roadway-Pompeii-Italy.jpg
https://cdn.britannica.com/52/159952-050-00D2DCB3/roadway-Pompeii-Italy.jpg
https://cdn.britannica.com/52/159952-050-00D2DCB3/roadway-Pompeii-Italy.jpg


are concerned, but also as regards the contents inside the houses and shops, providing an absolutely 

fascinating picture of "daily" life. 

The walls of the houses are covered with electoral propaganda messages or risque jokes aimed at 

particular citizens. The signs on the shop doorways indicate the activity carried out there or the name 

of the owner. Alongside the elegant villas belonging to the nobility and the luxurious residences of 

the middle class, stand modest houses where several families lived. 

The peasant dwellings on the other hand are situated around vegetable gardens or small plots of land. 

On the edge of the city stood the brothels, squalid rooms intended as places of pleasure for sailors 

and travellers passing through, in the narrow lanes, the workshops and utility rooms provide further 

evidence of the daily routine performed by workmen and slaves as well as the women of the house. 

The houses still contain furniture, ornaments, gold and silverware, work tools, kitchenware, bronze 

and terracotta lamps, foodstuffs of all kinds, counters for serving drinks, grain mills and grindstones, 

workshops for manufacturing cloth, smithies and outlets selling groceries, fruit and vegetables. 

There is a remarkable record of Roman painting, of which, without the finds made in Pompeii, 

virtually nothing would be known. 

The architecture and development of the various types of houses is also amply documented. Thus the 

excavated city provides outstanding historical evidence of Roman civilization: these reminders of the 

past, which are so vivid and tangible in the remains brought to light, contribute to the fascination of 

the present  

Pompei is a UNESCO World Heritage Site status and is one of the most popular tourist attractions 

in Italy, with approximately 2.5 million visitors annually. 

http://www.italia.it/en/travel-ideas/unesco-world-heritage-sites/pompeii-herculaneum-and-torre-
annunziata.html  

https://www.pompei.it/pompeii/history-pompeii-excavations.htm  

 

DOLOMITES 

 

 

The site of the Dolomites comprises a mountain range in the northern Italian Alps, numbering 18 

peaks which rise to above 3,000 metres. It features some of the most beautiful mountain landscapes 

anywhere, with vertical walls, sheer cliffs, deep and long valleys. A serial property of nine areas that 

present a diversity of spectacular landscapes of international significance for geomorphology marked 

by steeples, pinnacles and rock walls, the site 

also contains glacial landforms and karst 

systems. It is characterized by dynamic 

processes with frequent landslides, floods and 

avalanches. The property also features one of 

the best examples of the preservation of 

Mesozoic carbonate platform systems, with 

fossil records.  

Weather can change abruptly in the 

Dolomites. Autumn generally comes early 

with frost present as early as late August. 

People flock to the region to see the 

http://www.italia.it/en/travel-ideas/unesco-world-heritage-sites/pompeii-herculaneum-and-torre-annunziata.html
http://www.italia.it/en/travel-ideas/unesco-world-heritage-sites/pompeii-herculaneum-and-torre-annunziata.html
https://www.pompei.it/pompeii/history-pompeii-excavations.htm


explosion of color that the fall foliage, before winter blankets the landscape with snow that may not 

melt until late spring. Summers are short but beautifully lush and green. 

There are also many activities to do, for example it is possible to ski and snowboard spectacular 

slopes, tackle a Via Ferrata climbing route, take a drive on the great Dolomites road, or practice 

downhill on a mountain bike. 

The site was declared Heritage site in June, 26th, 2009. 

 

https://www.guidedolomiti.com/en/dolomites-unesco/  

https://www.dolomitiunesco.it/en/  

https://www.altabadia.org/en/italian-alps-dolomites/alta-badia/the-dolomites-unesco-world-

heritage.html  

 

  

  

 

  

https://www.guidedolomiti.com/en/dolomites-unesco/
https://www.dolomitiunesco.it/en/
https://www.altabadia.org/en/italian-alps-dolomites/alta-badia/the-dolomites-unesco-world-heritage.html
https://www.altabadia.org/en/italian-alps-dolomites/alta-badia/the-dolomites-unesco-world-heritage.html


Cordoba Mosque-Cathedral 

 

The Mosque–Cathedral of Córdoba, also known as the Great Mosque of Córdoba and the              
Mezquita whose ecclesiastical name is the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption is the               
Catholic cathedral of the Diocese of Córdoba dedicated to the Assumption of the Virgin              
Mary and located in the Spanish region of Andalusia. The structure is considered as one of                
the most accomplished monuments of Moorish architecture. 

According to a traditional account, a small Visigoth church, the Catholic Basilica of Saint              
Vincent of Lérins, originally stood on the site. In 784 Abd al-Rahman I ordered construction               
of the Great Mosque, which was considerably expanded by later Muslim rulers. Córdoba             
returned to Christian rule in 1236 during the Reconquista, and the building was converted to               
a Roman Catholic church, culminating in the insertion of a Renaissance cathedral nave in              
the 16th century.  

Since the early 2000s, Spanish Muslims have pressed the Roman Catholic Church to allow              
them to pray in the catedral. This Muslim campaign has been rejected on multiple              
occasions, both by the church authorities in Spain and by the Vatican. 

https://www.artencordoba.com/en/mosque-cordoba/mosque-cathedral.html 

Video: https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/313/video/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosque–Cathedral_of_Córdoba 

https://www.artencordoba.com/en/mosque-cordoba/mosque-cathedral.html
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/313/video/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosque%E2%80%93Cathedral_of_C%C3%B3rdoba


Basílica de la Sagrada Familia  

 

The Sagrada Familia is a large unfinished Roman Catholic minor basilica in Barcelona ,             
Catalonia , Spain . Designed by Catalan architect Antoni Gaudí, it is part of the UNESCO              
World Heritage Site . 

On 19 March 1882, construction of the Sagrada Família began under architect Francisco de              
Paula del Villar , but after he resigned the next year, Gaudi took over as chief architect,                
transforming the project with his architectural and engineering style, combining Gothic and            
curvilinear Art Nouveau forms. Gaudí devoted the remainder of his life to the project, and               
he was buried in the crypt. At the time of his death in 1926, less than a quarter of the                    
project was complete. 

The construction of it continued very slowly by private donations and it got stopped during               
the Civil War in 1936, when some revolutionaries set fire to the crypt and destroyed some                
of the models and drawings of Gaudí. The process has been slow until some advances in                
technology 10 years ago. Now more than the half has been built and it seems it will be                  
completed by 2026. 

The Sagrada Familia has a Latin-cross ground plan with three central naves and an              
ambulatory with a chevet of seven apsidal chapels. Gaudí's original design calls for a total               
of eighteen spires, representing in ascending order of height the Twelve Apostles, the             
Virgin Mary, the  four Evangelists and, tallest of all, Jesus Christ.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sagrada_Família 
https://sagradafamilia.org/es/historia-del-templo/ 
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 SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This famous pilgrimage site in north-west 
Spain,became a symbol in the Spanish Christians’ struggle against Islam. Destroyed by the 
Muslims at the end of the 10th century, it was completely rebuilt in the following century. 

With its Romanesque, Gothic and Baroque buildings, the Old Town of Santiago is one of 
the world’s most beautiful urban areas. The oldest monuments are grouped around the 
tomb of St James and the cathedral, which contains the remarkable Pórtico de la Gloria 

In the beginning of the 9th century, a hermit called Pelagius saw a mysterious light shining 
over a Roman tomb forgotten in the middle of a forest. Very soon, the incredible news 
spread all over the Christian world: the tomb of St. James the Greater, the beloved apostle 
of Jesus Christ, had been discovered in a far site near the finis terrae, the end of the known 
Earth, in the northwest of Iberian Peninsula. A few years later, this site became a famous 
pilgrimage town, one of the most important of Christianity. Pilgrims came from all over 
Europe following the Camino de Santiago to reach the city born around the Holy Tomb, 
exercising a great influence on the surrounding area. This is evidenced in the small towns, 
churches, hospitals, and monasteries that were built near the Camino to attend to the 
thousands of pilgrims who came to visit the tomb.  

This influence on the local architecture and art was especially strong and long-lasting in the 
north-west of Spain, but the fame and the reputation of the sanctuary of Santiago de 
Compostela went well beyond 

LINKS 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/347 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santiago_de_Compostela 

https://www.turismo.gal/que-visitar/cidades/santiago-de-compostela?langId=es_E 

 

 

 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/347
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santiago_de_Compostela
https://www.turismo.gal/que-visitar/cidades/santiago-de-compostela?langId=es_ES


 UNIVERSITY AND HISTORIC PRECINT OF ALCALÁ DE HENARES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded by Cardinal Jiménez de Cisneros in the early 16th century, Alcalá de Henares 
was the world's first planned university city. It was the original model for the Civitas Dei 
(City of God), the ideal urban community which Spanish missionaries brought to the 
Americas. It also served as a model for universities in Europe and elsewhere. 
 

University and Historic Precinct of Alcalá de Henares is located in the Autonomous 
Community of Madrid, 30 km from the capital city of Madrid. The property covers an area of 
79 ha and includes a magnificent complex of historic buildings, such as the exceptional 
Colegio Mayor de San Ildefonso or the Monastery of St Bernard.  

The University Precinct begins at the Plaza Cervantes (the former Plaza Mayor) and 
extends to the east of the medieval city. It was enclosed by demolishing part of the earlier 
medieval walls and prolonging them around the new urban development. The layout is 
based on humanist planning principles, with two main axes and a central place (nowadays 
Plaza de San Diego) where the main University buildings are located. The walled medieval 
precinct has the Iglesia Magistral (Cathedral) at its core, from which the street network 
radiates, merging into the former Jewish and Arab quarters. To the north-west is the 
ecclesiastical precinct, surrounded by its own walls; at its heart is the Archbishop’s Palace. 
Within the historic centre there are several protected buildings under the Spanish 
legislation. 

 

LINKS: 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/876 

https://www.uah.es/es/ 

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universidad_de_Alcal%C3%A1 

 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/876
https://www.uah.es/es/
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universidad_de_Alcal%C3%A1


Barbórka – a festival of hard coal miners in the Upper Silesia 

Barbórka is an annual 

festival and custom 

connected with hard 

coal miners in the Upper 

Silesia. It has been 

celebrated since the 

beginning of the XIX 

century, on the 4th of 

December, the day of St 

Barbara. (This martyr is 

a patron saint of hard 

work and good death. 

She was beheaded for 

becoming a Christian).  It has become an integral part of mining culture, an element of 

miners’ identity, fostered by coal mines management, local parishes and associations, 

whose members participate actively in traditional celebrations. 

Such participation gives miners not only the sense of community, but also professional 

dignity; it tightens bonds within people doing that extremely dangerous job. From ca. 

1850 to the 70s of the XX century miners used to migrate a lot in search for a job. That 

is why a celebration that united everyone in that specific profession and had a 

community-making aspect was valued so much.  

Festivities connected with 

Barbórka have not ceased to 

exist, despite numerous threats 

arising from close connection 

between industry (that used to 

be the pride of the region but 

now is highly criticised by 

environmentalists)  and 

economy. In the past, this 

custom was often practised 

against the official politics in 

the country.  

Typical symbols of Barbórka include miners’ official uniforms with specific caps with 

feathers and typical miners brass bands. On 4 December such a band wakes up 

residents of beautiful traditional townhouses in the district of Katowice called 

Nikiszowiec. The houses were built especially to accommodate workers of the nearby 



“Giesche” coal mine in 1908-1918. The district has been renovated and its natural 

character has been restored, which makes it a perfect venue for Barbórka celebrations.  

https://www.agh.edu.pl/en/university/history-and-traditions/celebrations/swieto-gornicze-

barborka/ 

https://www.tvn24.pl/tvn24-news-in-english,157,m/celebrations-of-st-barbara-day-patron-

saint-of-polish-coal-miners,889471.html  

https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbórka  

 

https://www.agh.edu.pl/en/university/history-and-traditions/celebrations/swieto-gornicze-barborka/
https://www.agh.edu.pl/en/university/history-and-traditions/celebrations/swieto-gornicze-barborka/
https://www.tvn24.pl/tvn24-news-in-english,157,m/celebrations-of-st-barbara-day-patron-saint-of-polish-coal-miners,889471.html
https://www.tvn24.pl/tvn24-news-in-english,157,m/celebrations-of-st-barbara-day-patron-saint-of-polish-coal-miners,889471.html
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbórka


CRACOW 

 

 

Kraków, also spelled Cracow, is situated on the Vistula 

River in the south of Poland. It’s one of the oldest and the 

most important cities of the country. Known primarily for its 

great historic architecture and cultural leadership attracts 

thousands of tourists from all over the world.  

So let me tell you about the must to see in Kraków. 

  

First off all – the Main Square of the town. It dates back to 

the 13th century and it’s one of the largest medieval town 

squares in Europe. The gothic towers of St. Mary’s Basilica 

reign above it. On the every hour, a trumpet signal called the 

Hejnał mariacki is played from the top of the higher tower. 

Visiting Cracow you can’t omit The Wawel Castle. For 



centuries the residence of the kings of Poland, now it has the 

much significance and preciousness for polish identity. In 

1978 it was declared a UNISCO World Heritage Site as part of 

the Historic Centre of Kraków.   

Not far from it you find Kazimierz. The historic district of the 

city, since the beginnings in the fourteenth century to the 

nineteenth was an independent city and a place of 

coexistence of Polish and Jewish cultures. Today it’s an 

important centre of cultural life of Kraków where Jewish 

Culture Festival takes place and Oskar Schindler’s Enamel 

Factory is situated.  

We say Kraków we think culture, history, fun and atmosphere 

of the place incomparable with any other city in the world. So 

it’s definitely worth to come and spend time in here! 

 

https://www.krakow.pl/english/visit_krakow/10269,artykul,a_guide_to_krakow.html 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/29/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVd8iXF0EQ4 

PHOTO: https://pliki.portalsamorzadowy.pl/i/10/62/09/106209_r0_940.jpg 

 

https://www.krakow.pl/english/visit_krakow/10269,artykul,a_guide_to_krakow.html
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/29/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVd8iXF0EQ4
https://pliki.portalsamorzadowy.pl/i/10/62/09/106209_r0_940.jpg


 

LACE FROM KONIAKÓW 
 

 

Lace from Koniaków is an old 

technique of sewing 

decorations, napkins, but also, 

for example, socks and 

children's hats. The technique 

is over 100 years old. White or 

beige material is used for it – 

mostly yarn or chenille.  

A crocheting needle is used. 

The most famous people who received the Koniaków lace as a gift were 

Jan Paweł II and the British Queen Elizabeth II. Most lace differs from 

each other in pattern, shape and size, which is its big advantage. 

 
http://archiwum.thenews.pl/1/11/Artykul/316133 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koniak%C3%B3w 

https://polska.pl/tourism/urban-tourism/koniakow-lace/ 

 
 

http://archiwum.thenews.pl/1/11/Artykul/316133
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koniak%C3%B3w
https://polska.pl/tourism/urban-tourism/koniakow-lace/


The “Wieliczka” Salt Mine 
 
The “Wieliczka” Salt Mine is one of the most valuable monuments of material 

and spiritual culture in Poland. Each year it is visited by more than one million 

tourists from all over the world. Today, the “Wieliczka” Salt Mine combines 

many centuries of tradition and modernity, the history of several hundred years 

and an underground metropolis with extensive infrastructure.  

 

The mine is a product of work of tens of generations of miners, a monument to 

the history of Poland and to the Polish nation – a brand, present in Polish 

consciousness for centuries. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wieliczka_Salt_Mine 

 

https://www.wieliczka-

saltmine.com/?_ga=2.97944031.1704875697.1574277758-

1311283426.1574277758 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wieliczka_Salt_Mine
https://www.wieliczka-saltmine.com/?_ga=2.97944031.1704875697.1574277758-1311283426.1574277758
https://www.wieliczka-saltmine.com/?_ga=2.97944031.1704875697.1574277758-1311283426.1574277758
https://www.wieliczka-saltmine.com/?_ga=2.97944031.1704875697.1574277758-1311283426.1574277758
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