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Mobility in Siemianowice Śląskie, Poland
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The first mobility for students and teachers took place in a Polish city situated in Silesia, in the South of Po-
land. The school nicknamed Mateja hosted its guests for a fantastic week, full of events, emotions and  new 
friendships. 
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BEFORE WE MET IN POLAND ....

LOGO COMPETITION
As we had agreed in Hungary, our logo competition was to be organi-
sed. First thing first, local competitions were organised in each partner 
school, which led to the selection of six best logos that were presented to 
project members. Then, voting took place. It turned out that the Hun-
garian logo was the most appealing one, gaining the largest number of 
votes (although the other contestants were also good, but you know – the 
winner takes it all). Congratulations, Hungary! From now on, the logo 
will be present on all documents connected and issued in connection 
with the project.
Here you can see all the winning logos.

PREPARATION OF THE QUIZ – GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING EACH CHANCE PARTICI-
PANT

Do you know which anniversary of independence is Poland celebrating? What internationally famous music 
festival is held in Budapest every year? Who was Plato’s teacher? These and many more questions were pre-
pared by the teachers for the quiz done by student during the meeting in Poland. 



Mobility in Poland day by day....
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER THE 25TH 

We are waiting for our guests coming by train and plane to Siemianowice Śląskie. The weather is getting 
worse – colder and colder. (Hopefully our guests will be prepared). First encounters in Hotel Kołodziej. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER THE 26TH

Welcome to School Complex No 3. After a 
refreshing cup of coffee, our guest students and 
teachers are given a tour of school. Everything 
is a bit upside down, as Polish students are 
gathering at the school gym where at 10 o’clock 
the opening ceremony commences. The gym is 
full, the hum of whispers and chatting fills the air. 
Team members are greeted by the school head 
teacher, mgr Katarzyna Sztyler, a short speech 
is given by the representative of educational 
authorities in Siemianowice, mgr Anna Sobieraj, 
and of course – last but not least – our project 
coordinator from Hungary, Agnes. What is 
highlighted in those speeches is objectives of 
Erasmus + project CHANCE, hope to establish 

close cooperation between the participants and enable students (netizens) real-life experience broadening 
their horizons. 

The most stressful moment for students is presentation of their countries and schools in front of so many 
strangers. It goes smoothly, despite some technical issues at the beginning. No meeting in Jan Matejko High 

School can be held without music, therefore the local band 
performs life for the audience. 
Soon it is the afternoon - time to go to Tarnowskie Góry. The 
Silver Mine there was listed as the UNESCO World Heritage 
Site last year. This is the first, but not last place showing our 
guests history and industrial background of our region – Si-
lesia. About two hours spent in the mine, most of which un-
derground, is both educational and fun (scary for some, but 
only a bit). Our group is divided in two teams, let’s call them 
“green helmets: and “yellow helmets” – we have to wear 
them for safety reasons. Our guides are fabulous, especially 
Mrs Teresa, who addresses each team in her group in their 
native language. We can hear the legend about Skarbnik – 
ghost of the mines, travel in boats on the underground river 
and sing national folk songs 40 metres down there. 
When we come back to school, students and teachers have 
an opportunity to get acquainted even better through a 
series of integration games held in the gym again. We have a 
lot in common, as it turns out. And now we remember who 
is who in our Erasmus + group.



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER THE 27TH

When in Rome, do as the Romans do. 
And, paraphrasing the proverb, when in 
Poland, try to speak Polish. That was the 
motto of short workshops for our guests, 
trying to teach them some basic useful 
structures in Polish. Next step was debate 
workshops, prepared by Polish teachers. 
In the meantime, teachers participating 
in the project were very busy, arranging 
and finishing up organisation of the next 
mobility in Italy and determining the 
tasks to be done by then. With so many 
team members it is not as easy as it may 
seem. 
When visiting Silesia, you must notice its 
focal point – mining industry. The trip to 
Katowice on Tuesday afternoon revolved 
around mines and miners. The first stop 
of the sightseeing tour with Polish students acting as guides is in Nikiszowiec – an old settlement built espe-
cially for workers of the “Giesche” coal mine at the beginning of the 20th century. Old-looking residential 
houses are still inhabited and the estate has become trendy. Numerous cultural events are organised there. 
Had the meeting in Poland been in December, we would definitely have visited Christmas fair in the main 
square in Nikiszowiec, with old-style carousel for kids, local delicacies and lots of hand-made goods. 
Next stop is the Silesian Museum in the centre of Katowice, near well-known in Poland Spodek – a popular 
venue for music, sport and other events. The museum has been in its new location since 2015 and its popu-
larity doesn’t seem to cease. What is interesting – it is located on the area of a former coal mine “Katowice” 
(Yes, coal mine again!) and is situated mostly underground. Apart from a collection of paintings, it attracts 

visitors with its interactive 
exhibition “The light of history 
– Upper Silesia over centuries”. 
The comments to exhibits are 
in Polish, German, English 
and sometimes even in ... the 
Silesian dialect. 
The day ends in Silesia City 
Centre – one of the biggest and 
most modern shopping centres 
in Poland, situated – surprise, 
surprise – on the area of a 
former coal mine “Gottwald”. 
Definitely it is a good place to 
buy some souvenirs or have a 
cup of tea near the fountain in 
the main square. After such a 
day, everybody will remember 
our Silesian past and present – 
coal mines. 



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER THE 28TH

The day starts very, very early. 
It is very, very cold and dark 
when we set off to Oświęcim. 
Learning about the war 
and holocaust from books 
is one thing, but seeing the 
concentration camp Auschwitz-
Birkenau with your own eyes 
is a different story. To our 
surprise, despite the early hour 
and the time of the year, the 
place is full of people waiting 
for their turn to get inside. Our 
guides appear and we can start. 
For many Polish students it is 
not the first visit there, they 
know what to expect. But the 
others don’t. Going through the 
gate with the famous inscription 

“Arbeit mechts frei” in warm clothes and sense of being an independent, free creature, is a far cry from 
what former prisoners must have felt. It just goes beyond imagination. We see the buildings, cells, pictures 
of those who were executed, the only remaining gas chamber, and still some of us cannot comprehend. 
Students start chatting about war films they have seen, recommending the good ones, like “The boy in the 
striped pyjamas”. We learn about the numbers of deaths, we see the remains of hair, clothes, tableware or 
shoes. They seem to be abstract art, not real objects, the whole experience is surreal. And unforgettable.
After lunch we come back to school. It’s time for the quiz prepared by the teachers from all partner coun-
tries. The easiest and quickest way is to use smartphones. The most difficult thing-not to cheat when the 
right answer is at fingertips. Next - debate preparation. Students are divided into two teams: proposition and 
opposition. Now they have time to prepare arguments, develop them and decide who is who in their teams 
– first, second, third and fourth speakers. They work efficiently and 
even ask for more time. Teams are international, two students are 
selected to serve in the Jury. The clock is ticking and the debate is 
getting closer.



THURSDAY, NOVEMBER THE 289TH

Thursday is probably the coldest day of the week, but Kraków 
can make it up to you. It is a charming historical city, a former 
capital of Poland, full of monuments, narrow streets and lovely 
alleys full of cafeterias and restaurants. It is already adorned 
for Christmas, though the Fair in the main square is still under 
construction. However, our first destination is connected with the 
debate. The city is the home of Kraków Association of Speakers. 
One of its members is the host of workshops for students. In a 
very professional way and perfect English, he makes the concept 
of the Oxford-style debate more understandable and feasible for 
the participants. But we know that “all work and no pay make 

Jack a dull boy”. There is enough time for a 
city-game, supervised by Polish students. 
Thanks to it, typical sightseeing gets a twist. 
Cloth Hall, the Dragon by the River, the 
Wawel Castle are just some of the stops on 
the tour of Cracow.  



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER THE 30TH

What a day! Everybody gathers at school in 
the morning, preparations for the debate reach 
their peak, teachers sign lots of papers, Polish 
hosts run to and fro with madness in their eyes 
... no, it isn’t that bad, but still when we are 
finally seated in the gym, the teams, the jury 
(one teacher per country plus two students), the 
host – Iga from Poland, two classes from Mateja 
as the audience, we are aware that the task to be 
completed is not an easy one. The motion (or 
thesis) of the debate is “Our national cultural 
heritage prevents us from being truly united 
within the European Union”. As this is the first 
of the debates in our project, the time for each 
speaker has been shortened to 4 minutes; what’s 
more – speakers work in pairs. The debate goes 
smoothly, speakers, maybe nervous inside, 
present their oratory skills and nerves of steel. 
There is team spirit all around. Finally, the jury 

goes out to discuss who the winner is and at the same time the audience votes for the best team. Apparently, 
the impressions are similar, as the winning team is in both cases the opposition. On the other hand, the title 
of the best speaker goes to Marton from Hungary, from the Proposition team. The whole debate has been 
recorded and broadcast live on the school facebook. Spicy lunch at school and after a short break we meet 
again. 
The gym is transformed for St. Andrew Night – an old Polish tradition. To be honest, we should have 
been celebrating it the previous night, on the Eve of St. Andrew Day, but the schedule was tight. We have a 
company this time – members of the Third Age University, a group of the elderly citizens from Siemianowice 
who are still full of beans, willing to learn new things and share their knowledge with others. They prepare 
divination games for the Erasmus + group, familiar for Polish students, but for our guests – a total novelty. 
There is “shoe race”, “the well”, “cups”, “fence” – they all aim at one thing: specify the person who will get 



married or start a family the fastest. Well, those were the 
dreams of young girls in little villages many years ago, 
nowadays young people have other life goals and getting 
married isn’t a priority. Nevertheless, it is fun to play 
like children and to sing folk songs (from each country). 
As each good party requires dancing, we also practice 
a dance. It is a traditional Silesian dance called Trojak, 
presented by experts, Paweł from Mateja High School 
and his two lovely partners from Zespół Pieśni i Tańca 
Siemianowice Śląskie (the local folk dancing group). 
And this is how we end our mobility in Poland – being 
together, singing, dancing and having fun. There will 
be tears when saying goodbye to our fantastic guests, 
but that will happen a bit later. It was a great week, full 
of nice moments and growing friendship. Thank you, 
our partners, for being with us and sharing our life for a 
moment. 

MOBILITY IN POLAND IN POLISH PARENTS’ AND STUDENTS’ EYES

DREINERT FAMILY
(mom and dad)
At the beginning we were a little bit stressed, but Laura is a very nice, lovely and sociable girl. We got to 
know a lot about life in Spain for example: dishes, school or culture.
She brought a lot of happiness and positive energy. It was a really special time for us, time went too fast. 
We are so happy that we could participate in this project.

(sister)
It was a big pleasure to host Laura at our home. Not only because I could improve my forgotten English, but 
first of all meet a new amazing friend. We had an opportunity to spend time together, to speak about our 
cultures and simply to be together.
 It's amazing, how similar we are, although we come from another countries and have another traditions. 
Laura's visit was for us the biggest possible cultural transfer and I'm really happy and grateful, that she was 
our guest. I hope to be in touch with her in the future  
(Pati)
When Erasmus group be here I was really happy. I had strength to get up in the morning, because every day 
was different. I could got to know new people, culture. I defeated my weaknesses with them, I felt I had to 
do it, because I had support. These guys changed me and my life, I never will be the same girl as before. Now 
I’m stronger, I want to fulfil my dreams. Right now I can’t imagine my life without these people.



MAGDALENA MICHALIK - SZCZEPAN’S MOTHER
I would like to write a few words about my impressions on the Erasmus Project, which the school of my son, 
Szczepan, is taking part in. Some time ago the school was visited by students and teachers from 5 schools 
from 5 EU-countries and we as a family had the opportunity to host a boy from Spain, Adrian, at our home. 
Before this school year I had heard the name Erasmus and that it is a university students and academic 
teacher’s exchange, but hadn’t been aware that also the secondary school pupils can participate. I was pretty 
much surprised that it supposed to be a 2-years-long project and that school representatives not only visit 
each other but also keep in touch between the meetings using new technologies and have really lots of 
interesting things to do. The very busy schedule of the recent visit in Poland was quite a surprise too, a 
positive one, of course.    
I think, to be a hosting family is a very positive experience, at least it was for us, for many reasons: Firstly, 
the children had to communicate in English, and so did we. :) There is probably no better way to learn fore-
ign languages than using them. And no better motivating factor than the urge to connect with a real person. 
Secondly, our young guest was a perfect visitor: nice, polite, communicative and very easy to feed too! He 
was even ready for eating pickled cucumbers. We hope that he had good experience with us too. Thirdly, I 
guess we as parents felt more connected 
to the school life.
And finally, considering the topic of the 
project, meeting people from different 
countries gives the children the chance 
to realise what cultural heritage actually 
means. Understanding someone with dif-
ferent habits broadens their horizons and 
teaches them what it feels like to get into 
someone else’s shoes.          
I’m really glad, that Szczepan had the 
chance to be involved and that we had it 
too. 

ZOSIA’S MUM
I think that Erasmus + was a huge 
challenge for my daughter. She had to 
take care of the guests, speak in a foreign 
language all the time and be friendly and 
well organised. I think that she did it great event if she was stressed. She needed to break down her barriers. 
 Nadia and Chiara are very nice and funny girls. I will be happy to welcome them back in my home. 
 I think that the whole project is a great opportunity to meet new people, make friends and improve 
language. I hope that Zosia will take part in such a project more than once.

BASIA AND HER MUM
Me: How do you feel about Erasmus?
Mother: I am very proud of my daughter that she was in the exchange. I saw that she was still using the En-
glish language and she got along well with our guest.
Me: Would you undertake such a challenge again?
Mother: Yes, because I would like you to learn English in practice and not only in theory
Me: I would like to go somewhere, too. Thanks for the interview
Mother: No problem.



THE SPANISH TEAM.

Poland Mobility.
We are trying to show, in a few words, our 
impressions about this first mobility in 
our CHANCE Erasmus+ Project, that has 
taken place in Siemianowice, Poland.
Since this is our first Project, all was new 
for us, especially for María, who had never 
traveled with students before. We could see 
soon all our partners have more experience 
than us, so we felt a little lost and a little 
rookie in the beginning. Nevertheless, our 
hosts and mates were most kind, and the 

schedule and programme very clear, so it was easy to get the pace.
We have found the activities and short trips interesting and useful, both for learning and as ice-breaking and 
team-building dynamics, and we can see our students are really satisfied with the experience. The visit to 
Auschwitz was impressive and shocking, but extremely enlightening to become aware of all the horror the 
human being is capable of. Silver mine and Silesian Museum helped us to learn about the country culture 
and history. And the trip to Cracow was definitely worth the cold.
We would have liked to see a little bit more of 
“daily work” at the school and the students’ 
experience inside the classroom, to learn 
about other teaching practices. This has been, 
from our point of view, the only weakness of 
the mobility. In respect of teachers work, our 
meetings helped to clarify the next steps to 
be taken and to change some aspects of the 
planification.
To sum it up, this has been a very instructive 
mobility both for students and teachers and 
we are looking forward to the next one.

THE ITALIAN TEAM.    

The first experience of the Erasmus + Chance in Poland  has been very interesting for us. 
We arrived to Katowice  on Sunday evening and we were warmly welcomed by the guests and the families of 
the students.
At our arrival in the hotel in Siemianowice Śląskie we met other European colleagues and we had a delicious 
dinner with them.
The first day we were introduced to  the Polish team and we visited all the school. Everything was clear and 
seemed easier than we thought.
The trips helped us  know better Poland, its history and its population.
The visit to Silver Mine  allowed us to discover  a far and unknown reality.
Going down the bowels of the earth was such a great experience and the excellent guide of the Museum 
made it greater. 
The most impressive and shocking visit was in Auschwitz and Birkenau. We arrived  early in the cold 



morning to a suggestive and sad 
place. The  large number of people 
walking into the nazi camp were 
absolutely speechless for the horror 
imagining the death of more than one 
million  people. Definitely  it will be 
unforgettable for everyone and we 
hope that our students will always 
remember and  witness  one of the 
most tragic human crimes.
The day in Krakow, the old capital of 
Poland, was very nice too despite the 
cold weather. Some  Polish students 
were our young tourist guides and we 
discovered some peculiarities about 
legends and curiosities of the city.
In few days we learnt  a part of the 
past and present history and economy 
of Poland.
The work of the Polish colleagues was brilliant. All  the program for this first year of the project and the next 
mobilities is ready. 
The students prepared an excellent debate. Then Saint’Andrew evening was celebrated with the Third Age 
University, all the European colleagues and the students. It was an exciting moment.
Finally we appreciated very much this meeting and we really enjoyed being a part of it.








